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EDUCATIONAL FEATURES OF TEE ANIMAL ACTS

One of the main points, amply demonstrated Ly the Keller DBrd and
trained animal acts, 1s that animals are capable of far more
complicated behavior than was previously deemed —ossible., They
are indeed brighter than 1s cormmonly believed, Animealshave not
previously been observed under conditions which would demonstrate
thelr true abilitlies, nor have they been tralned with methoda which
bring out the full range of their behaviors The ordinsry animal
in 2 small barnyard pen, living an unnatural 1life, does not have
any opportunity to demonstrate his Intelligence, Hot that the
Breland anirals erre living exactly a "natural® life, but they are
demonstrating their abilities.

This greater appreclation of snimals and their abilitles has an
application to the handiling of pets. It should increase children's
interest in their pets, and stimulate cultivation of a wider varlety
of specles as pets, It will make it possible to Instruct children,
and adults, in better methods of training end’ tﬁmlwx\thair peis,

It will be possible to train hitherto neglected specids in interesting
behaviors which will make them of interest asg pets. Tius, rebbits

are lovable pets, and many ehilldren acquire them at mﬁ:i point in
their pet raising careers, but generslly abandon th __abnnur or later
becsuse the rabbits do not "do anythimg™,- If teach their
rabbits a few cute behaviors, thnrr;\/;ﬂl be- hem and feel

a greater attachment to them, {{

The development of the mew animal' paychol its :ractical demon= ..
stration leads us to & more fetailed knowledge of animals' reactions

to thelr native enviromments, . It gives us a clearer knowledge of

how they get along in the world form the bohaviers which give

them the & 111ty to deal wl natural habitat, its dangers,

its uncertainties, and 1ts feulties in the search for food and
shelter, companionship and’ safety, rthermore, the peculiarities

of various specles are bettier undérstood; the dog's social nature,

the keen $#ision of the birde, the sollitary nature of the cat and

the pecullar r~in which he hurits., MNyths and inaccurate guesses
abowt animal be r and the ways in which the various animals respond
can now glve way to-securate knowledge--allhbugh we are far from
knowing all the ¥, we know a gre# deal more about what animals
ean and cannot uuﬁ:u they find their food and their mates, how

and why they behav 8 they do in groups, or not, as the case may be.

The primary educati 1l feature of ceourse is the graphic demcnstration

of the principles of behavior, Here we can ses deplected both forecefully
and entertalningly the real stuff of which everyday behavior is made--

the principles of conditioning, extinction, discrimination, differentiatlon,
work off & ratio of responses to reinforcements, the effects of drive,
fatiguo, c¢te,, ¢an all be geen at various points in the animal acta.

And thedp may be an educatlonal analogy in the behavior of the lowly
chicken who oven with its limited capacity, by virtue of constant
practice and steady work is ablle to accompiish remarkable things,



