April 4, 1956

nl'- w. n' Bﬂrﬂﬂn
Marine Studio
Merinelend, Flbride

Dear Hr, Burdens:

It was e plemsure to recelve your letter—of He
I trust I will heve the uppartunity to meet yoy pe
in the not too distent future. sese sccept my mpblogy
for being e little slow in re
heve been out of town atteng Eonthwestern Psycho-
logieml Associetion meeting

esting possibilities, It Iod d be echnicaliy feesible,
of course, %o use apyo - memme 1l you mention
to schleve some =o g exhibit. The

hiese apime ¥ mekes 1t possible
with sclentific /me bo treln them in s number of inter-

esting end sttryctive behevw 5 in s short time. There
are, however ether lerge, number of precticel consider-
;tiuns in adaitin voTy resl ones which you mention
n your lst

1) Inforder %9 be much~of & cer stopper the snimel would
: be 1 vieu for » good percentege of the time.

However, it would be perfectly
pther beheviors in which the wvisibility

2) As you limye #£lresdy mentioned in your letter the cost
of keeping the snimels through the winter would be
feirly high. One possibility would be to use them
elsewhere during the winter sssson to help defray the
expense, Or the exhibits themselves could be opersted
on & profiteble or st lerst self-liquideting besis
during the summer =0 es to help pey winter costs,
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3) While the herbor sesl is a definite possibility, his
smell size might be s hendicep just es in the case
of the otter. Inecidentslly, the Fort Worth Zoo hss
been successfully keeping herbor sesls in fresh water.

4) 1In order to operste such en exhibit sutomsticslly,
it would be necessary to do some developmentel work
on sn sutometic feeder for dispensing feed suitsble
for equatic mammels. One spprosch would be to develop
a type of exhibit involving sudience perticipstion
in which the viewers would loed the feeding device.
This would greetly simplify the mechenicel errenge=-
ments send by selling the food the project could become
self-liquideting or even profitsble, =nd \thus help
defrey winter costs, I sm sssuming thst the budget
for g project of this sort, even géi;
would not be a lerge one snd hepce g se
eystem might be indicsted where
contribute to defreying the cost.

5) In eddition to devising e tic feeder re
would be s number of otheér mentel problems
in working out an exh ype with equatiec
memmals, Such develofmenis s guite time-con-
suming snd our orgenizefio frirly heevily committed
at the present time on e of projects,

In view of these

pceurred to me, W
of enimels == &
teking obsteclef

use other types
. welking = bresth-
e fece of the cliff, might

prove & good crowd we might use ducks or
geese eXecuting fgua ers in the tenk, perhsps
in combins imel visible on the cliff
8E &8 Ce

It hege : ed to me since the time 1s very short
until the openifig bf this yeer's tourist seeson in Vermont,
we might . elready developed for the coming
censp . e of working out something epeciel
for the g yoer. Along these lines, we have thought

thet an aix .'c reined enimel diepley in front of the
gift shop, @ & our Drumming Duck or the High Striker
Goat, would ceiize = grest desl of interest end by sceumn-
leting a crowd neer the entrence would help in stopping
cars, Of course, these ects do not fit the motif ms well
as the seels or other equstic snimels,

Reviewing the possibilities end problems discussed sbove,
some questions oceur to me which we should diseuss in more
detsil:
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1) Would you like to try to shoot for en opening of
en enimel exhibit this summer?

2) 1If so, would you be interested in using meterisl
which we have slresdy developed? There sre other
displeys end exhibits besides the ones which I
hsve mentioned end if this sort of exhibit seems
promising to you, we cen discuss them st grester
length.

3) Whet sort of budget do you heve in mind for the

work out something thet will be hel eling.
0f eourse the exhibit would heve other po sl “besides
simply constituting e cer stopper, It would e

word of mouth edvertising smo hé~ local populas

snd would be s good publicity/getier €ince newspeper,
megazine, end TV publicity is es=ily obteined by eny-
thing new in the enimel business.

I em locking forwsrd to hes o you egeln.

.-"'./r‘_‘

' uly yours,

1ler Brelend
EB/ob



MARINE STUDIOS
MARINELAND

Florida

March 22, 1956

. Keller Breland
Hot Springs, Arkansas

Dear M. Breland:

I am sorry I have mot had the pleasure of meeting you yet. Your propesal for
an important trained animal atiramction is most interesting. However, so vital
is the matter of lecation Bill Reolleston and T bhoth feel that in view of the
new turnpike which is slated to go down the center of Florida, it would be
wise to postpone decision wmbtil that job is at least nearing completion. In
the meantime it will, of course, be necesssary to work up detailed ceosht and
income estimates in order to determine the atiractiveness of the project.

Here now is another matter and T wonder if you would care to make puprestions
goncerning it.

On the edge of the towmn of Erandon, Vermont on Route 7, the most heavily
travelled in the atate, T have 2 small «ift shop on an old merble quarry
1ncation. There are three old nuarry holes about 150 feet deep filled with
water, The surface water area of the largest tank is abteunt 50 x 80'.

Immediately behind thege-three tanks is a vertical ¢1iff about 90 feet high,
It would be a simple ratter to add 1ife to the getting by creating a small
waterfall over this cliff.

To the left of the left hand tank is a marble terrace about 30' x 50' raised
about 10" above the parking and gift shop area. This terrace has tables and
bright parascls, A sloping glacier - smoothed expanse of marble stretches
down from the terrace to the parking ares. This expanse is partially covered
with rock-garden Tlowers as is the area around the gift shop and the much
lareer slope te the left of the marble terrace,

The area between the tanks and the terrace on the one hand and the road on

the other is 4740 narrow to accommodate many ears. However, further fto the

left and several hundred feei from the tanks a large ares can be cleared of
treess.

Foer a long time T have had in mind the pessiblity of usipg sea lions or
polar-bear or otiers in one of the tanks. However, sea lions are very
expensive to feed. The presence of polar bears might not be acceptable o
tha residenta of Brandon, wheress otters micht be a 1ittle small te provide
the necessary punch,

a
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From the road you cannot see the water, but any animal moving up to a diving
position on the cliff could be seen from a car. That would presumsbly provide
the "Stopper" which weuld make psople turn in to park; thereby increasing the
gales at the pift shop.

The guestion is what is the best bet? The Vermont tourist sessom iz, of

gourse, very short — frem early June ir October 20th, so it woild be important
to try to aveid the axpenes of carrying snimals for T whelly woroductive mentha,
While the lecation has certain attributes of unusual interest, it also has ita
limitations, Yen pannot see it from a distance and the space between the high-
way and the tanks is toe z=mall to he idead.

A rough plen of it would Jock Iike this.

Sincerely yours,

Sofoeples RBude

W. D. Burden
President
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