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are those which are almost completely shaped by learning, although
agai . it all starte with unlearned behavior--"a resnonse nust

ist at some strength in order to be reinforced." Midway are
tau Lehaviors which are simply easier to condition than others,
in cbrtain species. One way we have Leen able to cptimize the
fruits of hoth operant condltlcrlrg ard the ins ’ﬁ“to we've gained
from ethology is to aLuuj eaL animals and kncew which behaviors
are easy to condition in which species. & pigecn can nake a num-
ber of discriminations in a bex. It can £ly to a targeted point
and wake a certain response. It is very difficult te condition
that same bird to nmake an in~flight respoense to 8D.  With seaqulls
and ravens, it is nuch easier. If you want a dog to follow an
otcr trail, don't pick a saluki or a welf-hound-—if you want a
dog to orient to a visual stinulus, don't t rick a bloodhound.
Starting with tﬁis unlearned behavier of course, we then shape, to

S,

S

oruer, ag much as we can, with cperant method

(Lf’?'

our company is still, after 30 years, in the business of producing
animal Lehavieoe conditicned with operant conditioning techniques,
as we have hroadcast far and wide {on national television and in
nunbepoas publicaticns), with all due credit te you, many cherisi-
ed nenories of the tine we spent working with vou, and great re-
spect for the sheer genius you brought t£¢ the world of psvchology.

we were engaged in

arn Reaional Idu-

: vard attendants
Loeuisiana,

‘m currently

i we side excursions:
T oorogram with the

ng up a training

e Training School in

severely mentally 1ci¢

aci peyvenclogy at our local o cellege, and
we've participated at numerous behavicr wodification wor?xnops

across the state anc in neighboring states, ranging from token
econoiies for elementary schools in Gisauvantaged neighborhoods
to behavior wmodification for hara-cere state prison inmates.
It's been an interesting life.

hHowever, as we have expanded into work with over 100 species,

we have found it useful (and indeed, bﬁﬁprb¢m1; aspecially at

tae time we first encountered the problenms) to bring into play
Certalin concepts anu ways of looking at aninals which we gathered
largely froum the ethologists. These were the insichts we tried
to convey in “The Misbehavior of Organisms,” and at the tiune we
pumllbneu it, we felt (and still fue?) that it shed some valuable
light on an area which was being largely neglected by the psycho-
logists of tnat time. At any rate, it is possible that the state-
ment you are referring to about unlearned behavior is from that
article, ana the orly lines I can see are that "ethological facts
and attita@des in recent years have done more +to advance our prac-
tical control of animal behavior than recent reports from Aner

can learning labs." liere I have underlined ‘recent® (not so
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underlined in the article) to emphasize the point that the fine
grain of schedules of reinforcement, for example, and similar
work on a very few sgec1es, coning from the operant conaltlonlng
laboratories of the 1950's did not help us anywhere near as much
as the concept of imprinting, for example, from the ethologists,
which enabled us to control the behavior of seagulls in open
flight situations at distances of many kilometers over open ocean.
We had to go outside the operant system as it existed in the
1950's in order to learrn about the "species-specific” or instinct-
ive behaviors which we were finding so vital to the practical
control of behmvicr. As to the gquestion about practical results
from the use of purely unlearned repertoires I would say the
bancing Chicken comes close to being an example. Although the
behavior is hapcd in the sense that it has become conditiocned

to certain S“ s, it is certainly a strong unlearned pattern, on
about the safie ratic nerhaps, as the barnyard scratcher—-~every

few scratch patterss turn up a grain or a bug or so. In cpen
ocean guidance work with dolghins, the dolphinshas learned to stay
within a "cone”™ of scund to reach the reinforcement. What is
unhlearned is that Qii dolphins, without training, follow the cdge
of the cone (ilguby t, or either one, depending con convenience),
hunting” or oscillating behavicr in the cone.

so that there is no
Simpler examples invelve unlearned locomotor patterns for exhibits
of various sorts.

Thus I would go ack to the garagram% in the uLthlP which says
"All this, of coursae, 1is not to disparage . . .

Last fall, I reccived another little note
for information mublisher fid

whether life had
I sincerely b
yvour influence

the same. It's 5
s¢ much pessible, iﬁ MCre Ways
I would like to keep in closer touch--me 21l got g0 In

istake. We would th 1like the chance to sece vou ne
talk over many fascinating subjects of the past, present and
future.

Sincerely,

Marian Breland Bailey



