reinted black, corn pasinted jertially bleck, wooden pellets made
from hardwood dowel, sir rifle shot coated with wex, pellets
coated wilth wax, pellets wrsrped in tin foll, reliets costed
with Duco cemeht, pellets coated with shellac, pellets coated
with shellac and dirped in flour, and ceprsules filled with mash,

To date no pattern has eveolved from this exyrerimentation,
and we sre at the moment thoroughly confused, Consequently, I
am wilthholding detalled reporting cn these exreriments until
next month, at which time we hore that some unifying rrineciple
wilil have revealed itselrt,

The only suggestion of e principle at the present time has
to do wlth the learning theory #f esting behevior. This is
indicated by two results which we hsve obtained,

First, the cepsule experiment: when the hens were presented
with the cersules filled with Lsrro mash, they selzed the csp-
sules in an explorstory way, rattling them in the bill, e d
striking them on the floor of the csge a3 If tryving to bresk them
open. liowever, they did not eat the capsules untd 1 one was opened
afid the egg mesh saten separetely. After thet the chickens bhegan
to swallow the csprsules without further exploration.

Secondly, in order To test the unlearned strength of behavior
for various rhysical stimull with regard to esting responses, a
dozen dsy old chickens were obtained, HNumerous substances were
glued te ldenticsl piecss of plywood and presented to the chilcks
one siter another, on the theory that we would get the native
strength of resrsnse here, without the factor of reinforcement
entering in. There were numerous things on the boards: alr rifle
shot, Lerro rellets, corn, verious greins from a packsge of
canary feed, cske decorstions, various colors snd shapes. All
in 8ll the whole ex;periment was & simple exrloratory study to
try to determine if there was any strong native hehevior to any
particulsr type of stlimulus pattern,

This exprerinent wes going along smoothly snd we had just
presented the whole corn boerd, to which the chickens msde no
reeking vresponses at all, We then put in the board which bore
the small cenary seeds. The chicks made a few lackadalsical
pecks &t these seeds, in the course of wnich some of the seeds came
off, These were selzed by the chicks and eaten, All theg chickens
then became gre:stly excited and stasrted pecking frant icelly at
the seeds, All the seeds were finally dislodged from the boadd
and esten, There wes a very marked increase in the sctivity of
the chickens, :

Now we reinserted the board with the whole corn on it, and
we must remember that no responsss were made to thils board
previcusly. The chickens now becsme greatly egelted and pecked
franticelly st the greins of corn. This board wes left in for
10 minutes during which time several thousand responses (too
fast to count) were made Lo the grains of corn. An extlnction
process took place in wihibh the chickens graduslly pecked w#ith
less and lesgs freguency and with ever diminishing energy at the
gralins,



