, A PROGRAM FOR THE DFVELOPMENT OF BEHAVIOR EXHIBITS

Striking advances have been mede in the sclence of behavior
during the lsat ten or fifteen years. A vigorous experimentsal
program in American unlversltles hss ylelded & prodigicuas body
of theoretical and empiricel knowlesdge concerning the dynamics
of snimal behsvicr., Aalde from the startling Jmplicetions for
humen behavior, there are many striking posaibliitiea for
immediate aprlicatlion at the level of animal behavior itself,

The pecullarly powerful asppeal of snlmals to all ciasses
end sges of people 1s well recognized (particularly by newspaper-
men and advertlsers) and needs no slsboration here. The new
developments in bshavicral science make possible the training
and use of snimsls in many new and interesting weys. In brief,
it mey be sald thet it 1s now & rels tively simple matter to

train any enimal to perform any sact within its neurological and
stractursl 1 ta.

During the le&st two yesrs we have been engaged in a develop-
ment program prediceted on this assumptlion. Thila program hes
involved:

1) Testing of the basic theory by extenslon to verious
levels of the animsl kingdom.

2) Developing concrete tralining procedures.

3) Construc tion of training end performing sprerstus.

4) Developring unusual trained snimsl aects using snimals not
ordinerily trained. This part of the program has resulted
in developing
Chickens that play the. piano, tap dance, "lay" eggs to
order, beat the drum, play golf, answer questions, fire
toy cannons, and operete a ronlette wheel;

Pigs that turn on the radio, eabt from a table, plick up

r clothes and place them in a hamper, vacuum clegn
the floor, enswer gquestions, and select & particuler pig
feed from thess of several competitors;
Hamsters that swing on & trapesze, skin-the-cat, slide
down & §nr slides
Numerous other responses in the dog, cat, snd white rat.

General Mills, Inc., have mede extensive use of these animal
scts in advertlaing end promoting farm feeds. They have sent
trained chickens and Priscilla the Fastidlious Pig all over the
United States, in the hands of salesmen with no particulsr sducation
in the handling of animals, There have been no csses in which
the animsls have felled to perform, sand the response of the publle
has, of course, been tremendous.

This program has demonstrebted that

1) The bses ic theory holds at all levels of the phylogenetic
scale teated.

2) Scientifical ly trained snimels perform with a reliability
similer to that of mechanlcel arrangements,

2) It i3 rosaible to trein snlmals chesaply, gulekly, and to

release them to novices or for sutomatic operatlon.
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We believe that the mext step in our work is the education

of the general public in the possibilities and implications of

the sclence of behavior. Probably the greatest need of our
generatlon ls for educatlon in psychology, the handling of behavior.
The development of the theory arml appliestion of physiea and
chemlstry has far ocutstripped our eblllity to hendle the products

of these sclences; the physiclats themselves resllize what has
hoppened and are lmnting in increasing numbera for sn snswer

from payehology and the soclal seciencea. It seems that the

time has come to use the extraordinery appresl of performing enimels
to demonstrete what cen be done with the rapidly developing science
of behavior; to show that behavior also 1s the subject metter of

a sclence, that 1t can bs ccntrolled in the same manner ss the

rest of the physical world.

A8 A Firat sbep In thia directlion, we &are now eatablishing
& non-profit sducational and asclentifle corporation. This
corporation will engage in commerciael activitiea involwing the
use of trained animalas and other arrlications of behsvioral sclencs,
the procesds of whlch wlll be used [or further research lno animal
behavleor snd dlassemination of informeaetion te the publle.

At the present time we belleve that the beat method of
introducing the general publie to the field ls to present a serles
of behavior exhibita, These exhlbits would be hoth sntertaining
snd acientific. They would have through thelr novelty a tremendous
appeal both for adults and for chlldren, Through appropriate
selecticon of the behaviors to be exh’blited snd informstion given
along with the exhibits, they would educate the publlic to the
rnagaihilitiea of bahavioral scisnces.

The exhibits should be permanently loecated in a convenlent
spot. They would through a smsll admission charge become self-
guprorting. It would be rosaibléd to chenge the exhiblts contimuelly
to stimilate fresh interest mnd keep visitors returning to see
ths new acta,

The requirements for housing such sn exhibit would not be
elaborate. A Tloor space about 25' x 40' or more would be adequate.
It could be out of the high rent district but should be near a
street car line {(somewhere 1n the Lake 3treet ares might place
it convenlently re ar the population center of the metropolitan
area)s Simple atage-like boxes would be used t» present each unit
of the exhibit. One sttendant would probably be sufficient,

About 10 to 20 performing unlts are now avallable, as follows:
Chickens

1) Piano. A chicken plays a little tune on a toy pilano.

2) Dencer. A chicken does a tep dance in shoes and dreas,

3) guiz. The chicken enswers nquestions from the sudlence by
turning on an electric sign reading yes or no.

4) Bgge-laylng. A chicken climbs up into & nest box and operates
a machaniam to "1ay" eggs tn order, any number requested by
the audlence from one to six,

5) Cannon. The chicken flres a toy cannon which hurls peamuta or
cardy inte the audience.
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: gg%%L The chicken beats a toy drum. N
. olf« A chicken actuabtes a pilvoted golf club to roll a golf

~ ball up an inclined plane and inte the cup.
8) Walk the plank. Baby chleks sbout 10 days old are trained to
sacend & ramp Iin order to est at the top. The flrat chlek
to go up 1is bumped off by the second, the second by the third,
and ao on, The fiprst then escends the remp sgsin, end gso on
in an endlesa chain.

Golden Hams ter

1) Trereze. A hamater elimbs up a pole, grasps the trapeze bar
WEEE his "hands" end swings scross to & platform, then down
& 8llde to Cloor level.

White Fat

1) Fat rsce. Four rats race down & track to a finish line,
jumping mrdles on the waJs

2) Peychle rat. A coln la dropped Into one of two slots, The
rat then "guesses" which one. If he guesses correctly he
gets the coin; if he 1s wrong, the coln 1§ returned.

Some other scts which might be made svallsble in about
S50 dav s

Animal factory. Several animels, rerhaps a pig, dog, and
rat, working sirmltasneocusaly in the performance of a complete
industrial eycle from raw atock to packaged article. For axample,
the pig could operate s small punch press, stamping ocut s light
geuge pendant. The dog would eollect the pendants as they came
from the press and plece them in a rotating polishing drum. The
rat would then pesck them intoc boxes. Many variations of {this
errengement could be worked out. The animals would print edueca-
tionsl or sdvertising meterilel on & smell rrinting presas end
distribute it to the publlo. A factory run by dogs could maks
dog identification tags, etc,.

Dog Statusry. A dog tralned to hold »ith statue-llke rigidity
any shape into which the body is mdded.

Dog Detective, A dog trained to pick out the owner ol an
article of elothing. Such & dog might on oecaslion prove valuable
to the police force in svlving crimes where a glove, hat, or other
article 1s left at the scene of a crime.

There are, of course, lnnumersble possiblilities for other
acts ueing & grest vurlety of snimels, The sets mentionsd sbove
have been selected becsuse thsy are, as noted Iin the flrst 1lls%,
already avellable, or eould be evallable wlth a minimum of erparatus
work, end use enimalas which are ajppealing, hardy, end eassy to
house and care for, Other acts are also resdlly possible ud ng
these sgme animals, .



