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Mrs. Marian Breland

Animal Behavior Enterprises
Route &

Hot Springs, Arkansas

Dear Mrs. Braland:

We're getting all set for our 1956 use of CASEY and we find we need some informatiom
from you which will help us to better answer some of the most commom questions asked
by those who see CASEY in action.

Please provide us with complete answers to the following questions:

1. What is the value of each bird after trained?

2, Wwhat 13 CASEY's normal daily egg produccion?

3. How long does it take to train a bird to play ball?

4, How old is the bird when it goes into training?

5. How many Elunk out of traiming --- what percentt?

6. What breed of hens are the CASEY birds.

7. Is it only these breeds that are trainable?

8. Do you raise the CASEY birds right on vour farm only?

9. How old will the CASEY birds normally live?

10. Once trained will the bird perform permamently or do they require refresher train-
ing.

11. What is the process used to train them - that is, what is the exact procedure?

12. Can roosters be trained to play ball? If so, why aren't they used?

13. Once trained are the birds ever let loose again --- or are they kept isclated?

14. What is the mixture used in the feed box? Is it special stuff?

15. Why do the CASEY birds fight with each other?

1 pguess that's about it for now but we may have more a bit later. Please give this as
quick attention as you can for we need the information before January 18th in order to
get set for the first show in time,

Best regards from us all.

Most cordially

........ ,M-aﬂL\

Bubert W. Lackner
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January 16, 1956

Mr. Hobert W. lackner S
pennaylvania Refining Company

2006 Lisbon Hoad

Cleveland 4, Ohio

Lear dr. lacknsr;

Thank you for your letters of Januvary 9tj Answering the last letter
first, we have not yet set any definite dat Godfrey show nor for any
other national network appsarances b : re to let you know as soon

vwith regard to the gquestions in your lettehr of Jnuary %, 1'11l do my best to try
to onswer these, although, yo e thit some of the problems are
rather complicated and they will be difficult B antwer definitely.

{1) This is a tough one, cul to place a precise value on each bird—
the birds differ conal rpersonal qualities and amount of train-
ing reguirements. 32 batween $100.00 and §1,000.00 but
&m not sure what this més : g& we' do not sell the birds,

(2) casey's nophal dailg n/is about that of any chicken in good
health ENa 3 ¢ season, which varies in length, being
consideyably hwyoung birds of the egg breeds. Ve use heavy breeds

instead\cf ‘egg breed: keap our birds to a much older age than is typieal
of an orsinaby Hence, the average annual egs production of the
trained chy ¥ be Jlower than the average laying flock even though
the health ained birds is better.

{3) 4ength of time parining varies with different birds, also the degree of
perfection which is needed, ©he basic responses of operating the bat can be
trained in about six weeks but alertness of performance, adaptailon to audience
and show circumstances, persistence, and cther features required befare the
bird is ready to ship sometimas reguire four to six months to achieve.

(L) Birds can be trained at any age but we generally like to start from five to
geven months.

{(5) Ten to twenty-five percent flunk out of Casey training but they can sometimes
be used for other acts.

(6} 'Te Casey birds are largely Indian River, which is a broiler ureed,
bty trosding Delaware and Hew hampshires. These are white birds with a few
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black feathers. We use some llew Hampshire hens and a few White Rocks.
(T) HNo, any breed can be trained but these heavy breeds are hardy and tame,.
(6) MNo, we buy the birds at about five months from poultry raisers.

(9) Some birds are still performing at six or seven years. 'They may occasionally
live even longer than this but we haven't really tested the possible limits.
Four or five years performing life is practieally certain.

(1L0) The birds perform permanently —- they do not forget in the ordinary sense.
They may require refresher training only in cases where the props have been
changed or whers long storage has lessened their emotipnal adaptation to show
circumstances .

ould be difficult
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ntil the bird
85 pOnses are

(11) Tis is one of the long and complicated questions w
to answer without writing a book on the subject
reward approximations to the correct respons
begins to operate the bat successfully. At fiFss
reinforced; later in training, we require the bird 4o

tuzs at the bat; still later, we regu e bird to opera
times for each food reward; and th ter Btill, add the
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them because of btheir emutlonal
d try to fight with attendants
t women are smarter than

(12) Yes, roosters can be train
and audisnoe,

(13) Yes, the birds are lly pub. oud in the yard for sun and exercise but

(1) Yes, the mix special feed., It is prepared particularly
so that i ; feeder and can be consumed quickly by
the chi .

(15) Ccasey birdsf . they have been isolated from each other. If they
were loose i phey| would still fight but the beaten bird would
to 4 eorn { occur less often because the birds who have once
been beaten geperally ayoid the victors for periods of hours or days. In

birds have no eh ance to settle their differences and

I hope that this will help you in your preparation for the use of Casey this sedson.
We wish you continued luck with t he shows and please let us lmow if we can be of
gervice in any other way. BbBest regards.

Very truly yours,

Marian Breland
ME/ob



